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8th March 2007 
 
In Celebrating International Women's Day in 2007 the Edmund Rice Centre in Sydney is 
initiating a new International Women's Network that will link women and women's 
organisations in many parts of the world. 
 
Deputy Director of the Edmund Rice Centre and Co-ordinator of the Network, Zeena 
Elton, sees the aim of this new network as “connecting women's movements at the grass 
roots level”. 
 
“Although there are many women's networks operating at the global level, particularly 
connected to UN structures, there is a need to develop partnerships with women's 
organisations that focus on building stronger links in the struggle for tackling issues such 
as trafficking, violence against women, and other violations of women's human rights”. 
 
“In Australian society, women's rights are still not adequately protected” says Ms Elton. 
Although Australia is a signatory to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), an international bill of rights for women, the 
Australian government has refused to sign the Optional Protocol to CEDAW. This would 
give Australian women an important avenue to accessing the rights guaranteed in this 
convention. 
 
At the local level, Ms Elton cited working with Indigenous Australian women as an 
important aspect of the Network. Discussion forums between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Australian women are planned in order to better understand the impact and 
complexities of race and gender issues, and to provide a space for Indigenous women's 
priorities. 
 
“As abuses of women's human rights increasingly cut across national boundaries, there is 
a growing need for women to work together for rights at the global level.” Ms Elton said. 
 
One of the first projects of the Edmund Rice Centre's International Women's Network 
will involve a partnership with an anti-trafficking organization in Kolkata, India. “We 
have two young Australian women undertaking an internship in an organisation which 
aims to support, educate and empower some of the 10 million women and 400,000 
children involved in prostitution in India. 
 
“As global trafficking networks become more sophisticated Australian women need to be 
aware of the impact on our region” said Ms Elton. 
 
For interviews contact Zeena Elton or Samia Hossain Edmund Rice Centre for Justice 
and Community Education, 9 Alexandra Ave., Croydon. NSW. Australia. 2132. Tel: 
+61.2.97459700; Fax: +61.2.97459770; email: samiah@erc.org.au 


